
1NTERIOR OF THE HO! S

WORK DURING RECESS
Improvements in Progress at the

CapitoJ.

LURGE APPROPRIATION BY CONGRESS

Comfort and Convenience of the
Members Consulted.

SCEN1ES OF ACTIVITY

Br:iw-n and mus~cle are having their in-
ring at the~CalItol. During the coming six
wecks which intervene before the opening
of Congr.' th.e activity of the .-A1 work-
men engagetl in making the big-domed
structure' lit for the reception of the coun-
try's sZttesmen will equal any night-and-
day legislative hustle ever exhibited by an
expiring Congress. To predict that the
work can ail be completed in time would
also seen as difficult as making prophecies
regarding the ability of a Congress to clear
U~p its legislative debris in the same period
of time before the close of a session.

It has been many years since the Capitol
presented as forlorn an interior and exte-
rior. Everything seems to be out of its
proper place. The blills that could not be
passed by Congress seem harder still to
get by now, as they are stacked in huge
piles in the corridors of the Senate wing.okq, desks, lounges and chairs are In
Sight in all directions, while painters' scaf-
folds, carpenters' benches and tile and iron-
WOrkers' paraphernalia ll the committeeroom.s, cover the roof and are spread on
the ground.
Nevertheless there is a serene thoughvery busy Individual who will tell you if

you are fortunate enough to iatercept banin his rapid flights from one section of thework to another that everything will be inreadiness when it is time for the Fifty-seventh Congress to asserable. This 1nd1-lidual Ls Mr. Elliott Woods, apting archi-
teet of the Capitol, and t. is perhaps withPardonable pride that be point. ont theamany architectural Improvmnts whiehare now nearing a.emga .8a pat etthe great building.
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the legs of the desks of members will beplaced. These legs are fitted with brasscastings so fashioned that the air can passthrough openings in them. In this wayeither warm or cool air can be supplied inabundance. The glazed tile surface of thechamber under the floor can be kept spot-lessly clean and free from dust, and thusthe past unpleasant experience of membersin having dirt from the former dusty con-creted air chambers blown in their faceswill be avoided.
The smell of beefsteak and onions whichused to drift In from the House restaurantthrough the fresh air ducts will also blacking, as the air ducts whith suppliethese odors have been stopped up. Freshair is to be supplied through th% galleryfloors in the same manner, and suctionfans have been so placed above th latticed ceiling as to draw the Impure air Outat the same rate at which the fresh air Issupplied. In this way it is estimattaat least three times the annount of ari.quired for each occupant of the -floor andgalleries will be "constantly~ suppik&
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leries instead of the continuous benches, as
before.
A revelation is also in store for members

when they step into the cloak rooms under
the galleries. The big, old-fashioned wood
fireplaces have been removed and six small,
modern grates with marble mantles take
their place. The barber shops which occu-
pied the corner cloak rooms on both the
republican and democratic sides are to be
placed in the basement in the roon for-
merly used as an employes' lunch room.
In the new barber shop an eight-foot-high
wooden partition will be all that will sep-
arate the members of the two great par-
ties as they meekly submit to the "pull"
of the political razor.
The House pages, who were formerly pro-

vided with seats and electric enunciators
in the.cloak rooms, will be arranged for in
.the two rear corners of the hall. An elec-
tric push button from each member's- desk
will connect with an enunciator on a table
in each corner, from where the boys will
answer the calls.

Present Stage of the Work.
The present stage of the work in the

House is shown by the photograph. The
new floor is complete, but the desks are
not in place. The new desks are of a dif-
ferent pattern than the old ones, being con-
structed in sections. In the front row two
desks will be joined, and the sections will
increase in length in each row back, until
in the rear row nine desks will be jolr ed.
This style of desk has been adopted both
for appearance and economy of space.
The large panels in the walls of the House

have been redone in gray-figured damask.
The ceiling and skylights, which contain
the insignia of the states in water color,
have been washed with soap and water,which
has talgen off several coats of cigar smoke
and dust and made them as fresh as new.
In the lobby back of the hall of the House
many thousand dollars are being spent in
the redecoration of the ceiling. In these
decorations gold leaf forms the background,
and its lavish use has not been restricted.
Artists are retouching the floral designs
which embellish the corridor between this
lobby and the hall of the House. Several
thousand dollars are being expended in the
decoration of the Speaker's prIvate office,
located at the east end of the members'
lobby. The decorations are being done un-
der the direction of Elmer E. Garnsey, who
is well known for his work in the Library
of Congress.

Rearranging Committee Room.
By the use of the new committee rooms

which will be made available at the conming
sessions through the completion of the
work of remodeling the vacant space
left by the removal of the Con-
gressional Library, a rearrangement of the
location of the committees of the House has
been accomplished. In this reassignment
the two important committees, ways and
means and appropriations, have beee pro-
vided for handsomely. While each one of
these committees remains in its old location,
additional rooms have been allotted to each.
To do this the office of the sergeant-at-arms
has been removed to the basement floor,
directly under its old quarters. This will
give the ways and means committee the en-
tire suite of three rooms on the east side of
the Heuse.
The removal of the committee on flyers

and harbors to the old -quarters of the
committee on coinage, weights and meas-
ures gives the appropriation committee a
three-room suite on the west side of the
House. Both of these suites will be hand-
somely decorated and furnished, In fact,
the frescoe work has been completed in
the room of the appropriation committee,
and the new furniture has .arrived and
occupies a considerable space in the ro-
tunda, awaiting the representative of the
manufacturer to un lit.
The naval coaltesto have a thre

room suite in the new section, as will as
the commnittee on publicbilig d
grounds, into whose old room thesrgat
at-arms has moved., Thecmite
coinage, weights'and measfres will~h~ a
new rom.
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VCOMMITTEE ROOKS ARE.

boxed, and everything is in readiness for
the work of reroofing the hall. This work,it has been decided, will be begun as soon
as the iron arrives, and will be carried tocompletion without a stop. Mr. Woods es-timates -that the hall will again resumeits normal condition about the middle ofJanuary. While the work is in progressall that will be seen of the hall will be anarrwl pas gayrunning through it.
The telephone exchanges of the Houseand Senate are being consolidated directlyunder the rotunda, thus giving an Im-proved surface to all parts of the building.The only other important piece of workthat is being done at the present time isthe renovation of the Senate docu.mentroom and House reference library. Thedocuments have all been removed from theformer and the books from the latter. Newfireproof shelving and bill cases are beingput in place, and when the work is com-pleted both the appearance and the safetyof these rooms will be greatly increas~dVery little work is necessary in the Sen-ate chambernor committee room except

gressing satisfactorily.

Falls Chaek News.
Special Correspondence of The Evening Star.
FALLS CHURCH.*Va., October 19, 1901.At the meeting of the Royal HelpersCircle* of King. Daughter. of the Presby..terian Church, held yesterday afternoon,the following were elected officers for the

ensuing term of six months: Miss SusieDavison, leader;- Miss Bessie Reke, -viceleader; Miss Elisabeth McGowan, secretary'Miss Lula Mankin, treasurer.Mr. B. A. Kimball aa comlmencedi theerection of a residence at East Falls
The town council has acce~ the ogstof the Village Improvement ty to do-nate $25 to mark the street cornrs andha ppropriated a like amount for the
The Ladies' Aid Society of the BaptistChurch met at the residence of Mrs. W. R.inEast Falls Church, yesterday after-

heloout comadttee of- the Christsm
the bomieof Mr.W .'T ewst-ut.Talks on the leds were given bythpuient, Mr. Tripp, and secretary,Mr.R~.Stwrt. Special musi was
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THE LAS'. OF "BARLEY NOW."

One of the L.t f O11d Drry L..e'.
Frag-rments to Disappear.

Special Corrnspondence of TA Ervening Star.
LONDON, October 5, 191.

When the destruction of the ancient
"Barley Mow" public house, now in pro-
gress, is finished one of the last fragments
of Drury lane,as It was In the good old
,days will have disappeared. This ancient
tavern, forced now to make way for pro-
spective "model dwellings" and other mu-
nicipal Improvements, dates back to the
sixteenth century. When It was first built
Its name was more In keeping with Its sur-
roundings than it Is now, for In those daysthe "lane" was a lane, and there were
broad meadows on each side of It, Instead
of faded shaps and dingy lodging houses.
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idan was making a speech at the house of
commons, and when he was interrupted by,a motion that the session should adjourn,
so that the honorable members might goto the fire, made an angry retort and themwalked-.out of the chamber.
It was after the fire that fashion beganto desert the lane. After the exodus of
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come what ,It has been for years, a districtof ill-repute and of poverty, for the '"Iat-ler" tells of outrages having taken place inits crooked alleys. A woman by night or a
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